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Abstract

Islamophobia is a psychological state of fear, hatred and prejudice against Islam
or Muslims. Under the influence of which Islam is perceived as a geopolitical force
or source of violence and terrorism. Consequently, Islam is considered harmful to
humanity and is hated. Western critics have tried to create the impression that
the existence of Islamophobia in west is just a myth or at most they call it racism.
On the other hand, some are calling it the reality of the present time and declaring
it purely religious prejudice apart from racism. This article attempts to examine
these two views, which will help to reach a conclusion on the issue of whether
Islamophobia is simply a form of racism or a religiously based prejudice that is
emerged as social phenomenon in the western world.
Keywords: Islamophobia, Muslim hate, Racism, xenophobia, religious
prejudice.
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“It (Islamophobia) is evinced in Orientalism to be a trend in a more
general antisemitic Western tradition”(37).
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“Academics are still debating the legitimacy of the term and questioning
how it differs from other terms such as racism, anti-Islamism, anti-Muslimness,

and anti-Semitism”.(42)
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