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.Abstract

This study examines the promotion of SIrah studies in Kashmir during the Mughal period through
an analytical investigation qfthc scholarly contributions qfthe eminent Naqshbandl- scholar, Mir
Khw@ja Mu Tn al-Din HAdI (d. 1085 AH). The research highlights his role in disseminating
the knowledge of the Prophet’s biography (SIrah) through teaching, spiritual guidance, and
literary production. Particular attention is given to his Persian manuscript entitled KhaSQ’i§
Ahmad Mustafd, popularly known as Sair Khwdja Mu ‘in HAdI, which represents a significant
contribution to Sirah literature in Mughal India. The study provides a codicological description
of the manuscript, preserved in the University of Peshawar Library under manuscript number 344,
consisting 0f480 pages. Itfurtber investigates the circumstances (?fl‘tS composition, the rationale
behind its title, and the author’s use of His@b al-Jummal (Abjad numerical calculation) to align
the title with the year zy“completion, 1075 AH. The research analyzes the structural organization
of the work, showing that the author arranged the material into an introduction, fourteen major
sections (u§Ul), and a conclusion. The manuscript presents an account of the Prophet’s life,
beginning with the Muhammadan Light, followed by his birth, mission, migration, miracles,
unique characteristics, family life, and the virtues of his Companions. The author intentionally
avoided lengthy narratives concerning previous prophets and unnecessary digressions, thereby
maintaining a focused treatment of the Prophet’s biography. From a critical perspective, the study
evaluates the author’s methodology in handling historical reports and prophetic traditions. It
reveals that although the manuscript reflects devotion to the Prophet #and an effort to popularize
Sirah studies among Persian-speaking audiences, the author frequently cites traditions without
precise references and does not consistently distinguish between authentic and weak narrations.
Nevertheless, the work remains an important historical source illustrating the flourishing t_)fSl_rah
scholarship in Kashmir during the Mughal era. Overall, the study concludes that Mir Khwdja
Mu ‘in al-Din HAdi played a significant role in preserving and disseminating the Prophetic
biography, and that his manuscript constitutes a valuable contribution to the intellectual and
literary heritage of Kashmir.
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Hadr: Naqshbandl_ Order; Persian Manuscripts; Islamic Scholarship; Prophetic Biography; Indo-
Islamic Intellectual History; Slrah Literature; Mughal India; Kashmir Studies.
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. Al-Hanafi, Abu al-Hasan Maulvi Muhammad al-Din al-Hanafi al-Qadri, Rawdat al-Abrar yani

Tazkirah Hadrat Kashmir (Ulama-e-Kashmir), taht-e-ishraf Maulvi Faqir Muhammad, Matba“ Siraj al-
Matabi‘ Jhelum, al-Tab‘ah al-Ula: 1302H, p. 44.

. Al-Hasani, Nuzhat al-Khawatir wa Bahjat al-Masami‘ wa al-Nawazir, Vol. 5, p. 650.

U Al-Jahlami, Maulvi Faqir Muhammad bin Hafiz Muhammad (d. 1916 CE), Al-Hadaigq al-
Hanafiyyah, Hawashi: Khurshid Ahmad Khan, Al-Maktabah al-Rab‘iyyah, Salam Market, Banuri
Town, Karachi, Pakistan, p. 441.

[ Al-Mufti, Ghulam Sarwar al-Lahori (d. 1890 CE), Hadiqat al-Awliya, Tahqiq wa Ta‘liq:
Muhammad Igbal Mujaddidi, Islamic Book Foundation, Lahore, Pakistan, 2nd Edition: 1976, p. 62.
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o Al-Kashmiri, Khwaja Sheikh Muin al-Din bin Khwaja Khawand Mahmud al-Hashimi al-
Bukhari al-Nagshbandi al-Hanafi, Khasa'is al-Mustafa wa Qisas al-Anbiya, mashhur ba Sir Khwaja Muin al-
Din Khawandi (manuscript), Maktabah Jami‘ah Peshawar, Pakistan, p. 1.

o Al-Sunan al-Kubra, Kitab ‘Ishrat al-Nisa’, Bab Dhikr Ikhtilaf Alfaz al-Nagqilin li-Khabar ‘Umar
fihi, Hadith No. 9181.
o “La tamassu al-nar musliman ra'ani wa la ra'a man ra'ani wa la ra'a man ra'a man ra'ani.”

(The Fire will not touch a Muslim who saw me, nor one who saw someone who saw me, nor one
who saw someone who saw someone who saw me.)

See:

Al-Daylami, Abu Shuja“ Shirawayh bin Shahdar bin Shirawayh bin Fanakhusraw (d. 509H), Al-Firdaws
bi Ma’thur al-Khitab, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1st Edition: 1406H, Bab al-Mim, Hadith No.
7659, Vol. 5, p. 116.

° Al-Kashmiri, Khasa'is Ahmad al-Mustafa, p. 1.

o Al-Kashmiri, Khasa'is Ahmad al-Mustafa, p. 6.

° Nafs al-Masdar (same source), p. 7.

o Al-Kashmiri, Khasa'is Ahmad al-Mustafa, p. 8.

° Nafs al-Masdar (same source), p. 9.

. Al-Mubarakfuri, Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman bin ‘Abd al-Rahim (d. 1353H),

Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi bi Sharh Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, Kitab al-Manaqib, Bab
Ma Ja'a fi Fadl al-Nabi #, Hadith No. 3609, Vol. 10, p. 56.

° Al-Diyar Bakri, Husayn bin Muhammad bin al-Hasan (d. 966H), Tarikh al-Khamis fi Ahwal
Anfas al-Nafis, Dar Sadir, Beirut, Bab al-Tali‘ah al-Ula fi Ta‘rif al-Nabi wa al-Rasul, Hadith Suwar al-
Anbiya, Vol. 1, p. 21.

. Aal-e-Imran 3:81.
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